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iron, coal, shipping, and with the pioneers of the British motor
industry.

Uncle Alec and my Aunt Belle had four sons and four daughters,
who, some of them, made marriage alliances with those concerned
with these great enterprises ; while my Aunt Flo, married to
John Hill, the banker, had also five children.

There was Ernest Thornton, who married the youngest
daughter of my grandmother, probably one of the first authorities
upon port in the world. They lived with three daughters
for a great many years in Oporto. On those Sunday mornings
one of the chief attractions was a glass of port, wine of most rare
vintage. It was Uncle Ernest who was responsible for the
selection of the wines set out in decanters in the study
for the guests. Each of these decanters had round its neck
a silver label, and once, but only once, with the connivance of
the tall butler, I changed these labels about. I then experienced
the childish delight in hearing my Uncle Ernest grow expansive
about the wonderful vintage. He poured out a glass for each of
his admiring friends and relations ; and then, with the fine
phrases on his lips as to the colour, bouquet, and body, I saw
horror grow on his face as he raised the glass and noted the
deeper brown and with his nose smelt the heavier perfume of a
sherry* The scene which followed is quite indescribable, except
that my little legs carried me up the double stairway with far
fleeter foot than that of the outraged uncles who pursued me.
But I should have refrained from giggling aloud ; and possibly
I might have saved myself a terrible whacking, if I had watched
the pantomime, or tragedy, in silence and enjoyed my laugh with
my brothers, and possibly with the butler at a more suitable
moment, later on.

It must always be interesting for those who have any faith in
the principles of eugenics, who are students of biology and
psychology, to examine the history, characteristics, and environ-
ment of their forbears. For without doubt, both medicine and
science have established the incontrovertible fact that heredity
plays a principal part in the formation of individual character.
How far the influence of heredity also shapes the character of
individual inclinations, for good or evil, is quite another matter,
although the Freudian school will have it that heredity and
environment predestine the individual throughout the whole
course of life.

My Uncle Alfred wrote on his eightieth birthday, " I have